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Building bye-laws simplified, more focus on satety, art

New rules will be rationalised and
will have provisions for green
construction norms, aesthetics,
disaster mitigation and better
structural safety codes

Sunil Tyagi
B hiesgatps Ehindussantimes, com

he Delhi Building Bye-

Laws, 1683 (now called

building bye-laws) deal-
with and govern construction
and usage of buildings in Delhi.
These lay down rules for crocial
aspects such as fobr area ratio
(FAR}, number of floors, open
spaces. height of buildings. park-
ing spaca, &tc.

Current building bye-laws
hiave along drawn procedure for
obtaining sanction of building
plans, irrespective of the size of
the plot, and detailed site plans,
fioor plans, etc. are required to
e submitted.

The process is time- consum-
ing and involves detailed com-
pliances. The building byve-laws
also do not specifically provide
for heritage buildings or build-
ings which are in proximity to
MONUments or protected stroc-
tures. The green construction
or rainwater harvesting norms
are alsonot coversd. 1t does not
have structural guidelines for
public bnildings that cater to the
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special needs of the differently-
abled EIﬂE‘]yﬂnddulﬂmn.A]ﬁu.

for mitigation of other disasters.
Seeking to end the difficul-

ties faced by those wanting to

obtain building plan approvals
in Delhi, the ministry of urban
development has directed the

Delhi Development Authority

tonotify simplified, rationalised

and updated building bye-laws.

Some of the important

changes and additions that are

proposed in the draft building
bye-laws are:

8 The processof obtaining sane-
tions for building plans has
been tweaked and classified
depending on the size of the
plot:

1. Small residential plots
of up to 100 square metre
are now exempted from
procedures required for

Competency mhﬂehﬂﬁl:haﬂysthhwdfwvmmnfm like structural engineers,
landscape architects, urban designers and town planners.

building on the plots will
only have to furnish the
reguisite information
in & simplified one-page
undertaking that they will
abide by the building bye-
laws along with enclosurss
and pay appropriate build-
ing permit fee to the con-
cerned authority and go
ahead with the constroc-
tion. The validitv of this
submiszion will be three
vears and if required, a
fresh submission may be
made thereafter

2, For plotz measuring
between 100 square metre
o 20,000} squsre metre, spe-
cific time schedules have
been stipulated within

which various concernad
agencies have to accord
approvals,

3. For plots measuring more
than 20,000 square metre,
asingle window cloarance
mechanizsm has been intro-
duced. Applications now
received will be scruti-
nised by a high-level
committee comprising
of representatives of all
concerned agencies for
according sanctions.

m Clarity has been imparted
in respect of the appropri-
ate agency like Heritage
Conservation Committes,
Archaeological Survey of
India, National Monument
Authority, etc to be
approached for sanctions

required for undertaking
construction in heritage
buildings or for those build-
ings which are in the vicinity
of monuments ete.
Competency norms have boen
cleariy stipulated for various
professionals like structural
engineers, landscape archi-
tects, urban designers. town
planners, etc.

Green construction norms
have been provided for - spe-
cific to the size of the plot.
Alsp, rainwater harvesting
and waste water recycling
norms for certain buildings
h:m;- been factored in.

urban local bodies for time-
bound resolution of disputes

has been proposed.

B Structoral design guidelines
facilitating differently-abled
persons, children and senior
citizens have been provided
for buildings and facilities
used by the public such as
educational. institutional,
assembly commercial, busi-
ness, mercantile buildings
constructed on plots of more
than 2 (0 square meires.

B Provisions for disaster mitiza-
tion and siructural and fire
safiety cofdos have bean speci-
fied in detail.

B Attention will be paid to art
elements like paintings, fres
ooE, statues ete., to be installad
in public buildings for betier
aesthetic emvironment.
Thess new chemees, once noti-

fied, may help the general public

and make the process of obtain-
ing zancticned building plans
oasy and less time consuming.

Further, measures for safety in

terms of provisions for structor-

al design, earthquake and other
disaster mitigation, difforently-
abled persons, children and the
elderty may make the bye-laws
all inclusive. Also, provisions
for green construction, water
conservation, etc., as proposed
may make Delhi more zsustain-
able and environment friendly
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